
Whatès all this domain name, web host, URL stuff?
When you ýrst look into getting a web site, you may ýnd an unexpected number of things that all 
sound confusingly similar.  If you have your web site name, my-site.com, then donôt you have the 
site?  What the difference between a domain registrar and a web host?  If any?

What, exactly, do you need?  And, from whom?

Letôs begin with whatôs what.

Whatès what
Think of a web site as something like telephone service.  For the telephone service to work, you 
need:

Å a phone number
Å a telephone
Å some way of getting the signal (either land line or wireless)
Å a phone number listing so folks can ýnd your number.

Your web site has equivalents to all of those.*

Phone number = Domain name (a.k.a. Universal Resource Locator, or URL)
The domain name of a web site (microsoft.com, bluemountainsproductions.com, etc.), then, is 
like the telephone number.  The telephone number is what someone needs to know to be able to 
call you, to be able to access your telephone.  The domain name, or URL, is a unique identiýer 
for your site, and is the way people request to see your site over the internet.

Note that the phone number, like the domain name, is really just a name, or a pointer.  You can 
get a telephone number without a telephone, but you wonôt get many calls that way.  Likewise, 
you can get a domain name without actually having a web site, or pages/content.  This is useful 
if you want to make sure YOU get that domain name but are not yet ready to create the site.

Telephone = Physical location of web site, or web host
Once you have the phone number, you must also have the physical telephone to make and 
receive calls.  It is the physical manifestation of your telephone number, in a way.  Likewise, you 
must have a place to put your web site, on a computerôs hard drive somewhere.  Usually, this 
place is space rented from a web hosting company.  In this space you put the actual pages of 
your web site, plus the images, videos, audio ýles, etc., that people will be able to access on 
your site.

Your Web Site Parts -
Domain Names, URLs, Web Hosts, DNS -

What They Are, and What You Need
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Telephone line or cell tower = The Internet
For your telephone calls to go anywhere, they must have a path of communication with other 
phones.  This path is either your land line (physical telephone wires), which ties into the 
telephone companiesô networks, or wireless signals relayed via towers.  For your web site, this 
path of communication is the internet.

Phone Book = Domain Name Servers (DNS)
And, last but not least, you must have a way for people to ýnd you (phone or web site).  For 
the telephone system, this is done through telephone books and directory assistance, plus the 
phone companyôs routing system.  With a web site, this function is served by Domain Name 
Servers (DNS).  The DNS are a hierarchical collection of servers that essentially say, for domain 
my-site.com, look here.
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How do I get what I need?
That is the essential framework of a working web site, a site to which people can go by entering 
the siteôs name in a browser and pull up the pages of the site.  Now, how do you get all of those 
pieces?

The domain name
The domain name is frequently the ýrst thing you will 
get.  You can purchase domain names from several 
different domain name registrars, such as Network 
Solutions, GoDaddy, and Register.com.

Since the name must be unique, the ýrst part of the 
process is always checking for the availability of the 
name.  If someone else already has the name, you must 
either wait for it to become available (could be years!) or 
come up with a different name.

When you go to any of those companies to register a 
domain name, you will notice that they all have extra 
services for you to consider adding to your purchase.  One of these services is web hosting.  
However, you need not use the same company for web hosting that you use as your domain 
name registrar.  See below for some web hosting plan considerations.

The web host
Once you have your domain name and are ready to create your site, you will begin looking at 
web hosting companies and their many plan options.

You will be faced with many choices in a web hosting plan, including:

Å How much disk space do you need?
o If you are not intending to include video and/or audio ýles on your site, usually 100M is 

more than enough.
o If you are intending to include video and/or audio ýles, you will need to look at how 

many and how large before making a disk space decision.
Å How much bandwidth do you need?

o Bandwidth is related to how much trafýc your site gets, and what kind of things people 
download from your site.  Lots of trafýc and/or large ýles will require lots of bandwidth.  

Å How many mailboxes?
o Most hosting plans include some number of email boxes.  Some only include 

forwarders (looks like a real email address, e.g., bob@my-site.com, but it just 
forwards email to an address you specify, such as bob@juno.com).




