
Whatès all this domain name, web host, URL stuff?
When you ýrst look into getting a web site, you may ýnd an unexpected number of things that all 
sound confusingly similar.  If you have your web site name, my-site.com, then donôt you have the 
site?  What the difference between a domain registrar and a web host?  If any?

What, exactly, do you need?  And, from whom?

Letôs begin with whatôs what.

Whatès what
Think of a web site as something like telephone service.  For the telephone service to work, you 
need:

Å a phone number
Å a telephone
Å some way of getting the signal (either land line or wireless)
Å a phone number listing so folks can ýnd your number.

Your web site has equivalents to all of those.*

Phone number = Domain name (a.k.a. Universal Resource Locator, or URL)
The domain name of a web site (microsoft.com, bluemountainsproductions.com, etc.), then, is 
like the telephone number.  The telephone number is what someone needs to know to be able to 
call you, to be able to access your telephone.  The domain name, or URL, is a unique identiýer 
for your site, and is the way people request to see your site over the internet.

Note that the phone number, like the domain name, is really just a name, or a pointer.  You can 
get a telephone number without a telephone, but you wonôt get many calls that way.  Likewise, 
you can get a domain name without actually having a web site, or pages/content.  This is useful 
if you want to make sure YOU get that domain name but are not yet ready to create the site.

Telephone = Physical location of web site, or web host
Once you have the phone number, you must also have the physical telephone to make and 
receive calls.  It is the physical manifestation of your telephone number, in a way.  Likewise, you 
must have a place to put your web site, on a computerôs hard drive somewhere.  Usually, this 
place is space rented from a web hosting company.  In this space you put the actual pages of 
your web site, plus the images, videos, audio ýles, etc., that people will be able to access on 
your site.
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